SPARD
University  Research Centre of Spatial and Regional Development
Riga Tehnical University
Dear ECPs,
We are contacting you on the occasion of the new calls for proposals and interest in the ESPON 2013 Programme. Our University Research Centre of Spatial and Regional Development (SPARD) would like to participate in these new calls. 
With regard to our experience and aims, our interests in ESPON 2013 lies in the field of Priority 1. relating to (1) Cities and urban agglomerations: their functionality and development opportunities for European competitiveness and cohesion , (2) Development opportunities in different types of rural areas, (3) Demographic and migratory flows affecting European regions and cities, (4) Territorial impact assessment of policies 
We have very much interest to the action a) Cross-thematic analysis (defining territorial potentials and challenges), including studies of territorial trends and prospective studies or partially the other themes.
In the framework of possible cooperation with other project partners, we present below a short profile of SPARD and its experience and competence in research projects.
Short Profile

The University Research Centre of Spatial and Regional Development was founded on the initiative of the Vice-Rector for Science and Research of Riga Technical University with strategic aim to integrate and co-ordinate the researches in area of spatial planning and regional development in Latvia and Baltic states regarding the policies of European Union. The scientific activities are based on three keystones: system approach, sustainable development and quality of life. The research team of SPARD consists several high quality specialists from related sciences: planning, architecture, engineering, economy, sociology, ecology, management, system modelling. 

The structure of SPARD is as following: 1/ Department of analysis of sustainable regional development; 2/ Laboratory of spatial planning and modelling; 3/ Division of advanced education of environmental planning.
SPARD has legal status and enjoys administrative and economic independence. From the beginning of its operation, the Centre has sought innovative fields of research relevant to the Latvian scientific community. The Centre has undertaken research and applied projects on urban policy and planning, sustainable development, environmental policy, governance, conflict resolution and development modelling - all of which are areas of research seriously underdeveloped within Latvia. SPARD broaden its research scope within an innovative framework without, however, abandoning its commitment to promoting high quality interdisciplinary work with the collaboration of skilled and well trained researchers from Latvia, Baltic Sea region and elsewhere, and without shifting its orientation away from a comparative European approach to the analysis of the dynamics of change (with both theoretical and empirical inputs).
 SPARD researchers and partners experience and competence
· EU COST action C9 “Processes to reach Urban Quality”. Represented Latvia in Management Committee during the period 1996-2001, participated in case studies and final report.
· EU COST action TU0602 “Land-use Management for Urban Dynamic”. Representation in Management Committee from 2006, participation in case studies
· EU FP-6  “Model-based Adaptive Product and Process Engineering (MAPPER)” 
· Applied researches for development of Crimean United Recreation and Tourism System   
· Applied researches for development of Latvian United Recreation and Tourism System  
· Scientific actions and membership to Association of European Schools of Planning (AESOP) from 1994 with participation in Committee of Representatives and yearly congresses.
· Research complex of geophysical impact on urban and regional planning in Baltic states and Russia

· EU ESF project “Elaboration and approbation of Advanced education programme for urban planning  in RTU” 2006-2007
· EU ESF research project “The possibility of simulation modelling for spatial planning education and practice” RTU 2008.
· Research project of complex analysis of Brownfield urban territory and propositions for revitalization of those territories on example of City of Riga.
· Analysis and evaluation of planning of Latvian seashore area development

· Investigation of ecological reconstruction of the cities and towns in Latvia
· Analysis of  problems of sustainable urban and regional planning in Latvia
Our experts cover a wide range of professions in the spatial and regional planning, sustainable development of energy-saving, transport and environmental sectors. A team of highly qualified experts creates a comprehensive base in the field of sustainable urban and regional planning, ecology, strategic management and economics, urban sociology, transport and communication  and ITS. 

Yours sincerely,

The contact person for ESPON partnership

Professor, Dr.habil.arch.  Jekabs Trusins
Director
Âzenes 16, Riga LV-1048

APF RTU
Tel. +371 92155182

Fax+371 67426748

Email: trusins@gmail.com
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